GEORGE CHAPMAN
Laundry for their fine linen weeds, in times of cleanly peace
Before the Grecians brought their siege.   These captains noted
these,
One flying, th' other in pursuit, a strong man flew before,
A stronger followed him by far and close up to him bore j
Both did their best, for neither now ran for a sacrifice,
Or for the sacrificed hide, our runners' usual prize ;
These ran for tame-horse Hector's soul.   And as two running
steeds,
Backed in some set race for a game that tries their swiftest speeds
(A tripod, or a woman, given for some man's funerals)
Such speed made these men, and on foot ran thrice about the walls.
The Gods beheld them, all much moved5 and Jove said:
<Oill sight!
A man I love much I see forced in most unworthy flight
About great Ilion.    My heart grieves, he paid so many vows,
With thighs of sacrificed beeves, both on the lofty brows
Of Ida, and in Ilion's height.    Consult we, shall we free
His life from death, or give it now t' Achilles' victory ?'
Minerva answered : * Alter Fate ?   One long since marked
for death
Now take from death ?   Do thou ; but know, he still shall run
beneath
Our other censures.'    c Be it then,' replied the Thunderer,
c My loved Tritonia, at thy will; in this I will prefer
Thy free intention, work it all.'   Then stooped she from the sky
To this great combat.    Peleus' son pursued incessantly
Still-flying Hector.    As a hound that having roused a hart,
Although he tappish ne'er so oft, and every shrubby part
Attempts for strength, and trembles in, the hound doth still
pursue
So close that not a foot he fails, but hunts it still at view j
So plied Achilles Hector's steps; as oft as he assailed
The Dardan ports and tow'rs for strength (to fetch from thence
some aid
With winged shafts) so oft forced he amends of pace, and stept
'Twixt him and all his hopes, and still upon the field he kept
His utmost turnings to the town.   And yet, as in a dream,
One thinks he gives another chase, when such a fained extreme
Ppssesseth both; that he in chase the chaser cannot fly,
Nor can the chaser get to hand his flying enemy ;